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LECTURE 19 

 

Surveyor’s Compass: 

Similar to the prismatic compass but with few modifications, the surveyors compass is 

an old form of compass used by surveyors. It is used to determine the magnetic bearing 

of a given line and is usually used in connection with the chain or compass survey. 

 

 

Bearing 

The bearing is the angular direction measured clockwise starting from North with 

reference to the observer. The reference North may be true or magnetic. While the true 

bearing is the angular direction measured in a place with the direction of true or 

geographical north; the magnetic bearing is the angle which it makes with the direction 

of Magnetic North measured in the clockwise direction. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


